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THE LAW COURTS 

800 SMITHE STREET 
VANCOUVER, B.C. 

V6Z 2E1 

 

Notice to the Profession, the Public and the Media Regarding Civil 
and Family Proceedings  

COVID-19: E-FILING AND DESK ORDER APPLICATIONS 
 
Date: April 21, 2020 
 
On March 19, 2020 the Supreme Court of British Columbia suspended regular 
operations to protect the health and safety of court users and to help contain the spread 
of COVID-19. All civil and family matters scheduled for hearing between March 19, 2020 
and May 29, 2020 (the “Suspension Period”) have been adjourned, unless the Court 
otherwise directed. The Court has established processes to hear urgent or essential 
matters, as well as certain other matters, during the Suspension Period.  
 
Effective April 20, 2020, in an effort to increase the ease of e-filing, Court Services 
Online will also allow e-filing through the use of a Basic BCeID account. More 
information can be found here.  
 
Information about other methods of filing is available here.  

 
The Court encourages the use of e-filing for the civil and family applications set out 
below, which continue to be processed during the Suspension Period. 
 
Family Desk Order Applications:  
 

• Consent applications pursuant to Rule 10-7, Supreme Court Family Rules; 
• Applications of which notice is not required pursuant to Rule 10-8, Supreme 

Court Family Rules; 
• Final orders in undefended family law cases pursuant to Rule 10-10, Supreme 

Court Family Rules, for only the following undefended family law cases:  
o The family case is a joint family law case and no party has filed a notice of 

withdrawal; 
o A response to family claim was filed but has been withdrawn or struck out; 
o A response to family claim and a counterclaim have been filed but the 

notice of family claim and any response to counterclaim have been  
 Withdrawn, or  
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 Struck out, discontinued, or dismissed; 
o All claims other than a claim for divorce, if any, have been settled, the 

parties have filed a statement to that effect signed by the parties or their 
lawyers and the claim for divorce, if any, is not contested.  

• Applications pursuant to Family Practice Direction 14 – Adoption Applications for 
the following undefended family law cases:  

o Uncontested adoption applications where all persons who received notice 
consent to the application (if a person received notice but has not filed a 
response, the application will not be considered uncontested during the 
suspension period);  

o Applications to dispense with notice or consent under ss. 11 and 17 of the 
Adoption Act; 

o Adult adoptions. 
 
Civil Desk Order Applications:  
 

• Consent applications pursuant to Rule 8-3, Supreme Court Civil Rules; 
• Applications of which notice is not required pursuant to Rule 8-4, Supreme Court 

Civil Rules; 
• Requisition Proceedings under Rule 2-1(2) brought pursuant to Rule 17-1, 

Supreme Court Civil Rules. 
 
Applications That Cannot Be Processed: 
 
Default orders on applications that would ordinarily be deemed unopposed because a 
response has not been filed within the prescribed time period cannot be processed 
during the Suspension Period, unless the time to file a response expired before the 
Suspension Period began. 
 
In particular, the Court cannot process: 

• Undefended family law cases where no response to family claim has been filed; 
• Uncontested adoption applications where a party received notice of the 

application, but has not filed a response; 
• Uncontested probate applications; or 
• Default judgments. 

 
To reduce delays in resolving civil and family matters, the Court encourages 
counsel and the public to access alternative dispute resolution mechanisms. 
 
THE FOREGOING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. ANY UPDATED DIRECTIONS WILL 
BE POSTED ON THE COURT’S WEBSITE. 
 
Dated April 21, 2020 at Vancouver, British Columbia 
 
By Direction of Chief Justice Christopher E. Hinkson 
Supreme Court of British Columbia 
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